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fair measure of attention, more especially since the Introduction
of the motor lorry. One runs from. Tabriz to Tehran by way of
Kazvin, where it is joined by another from Ramadan, the meeting
place of important trade routes from Baghdad by Khanikin, on the
frontier, and from Mohammerah near the mouth of the Kanm. All
these are fairly well adapted to motor traffic, as is the greater part of
the road from Tehran to Meshed. The roads from Meshed to Duzdkp
and from Tehran by Isfahan to Shiraz and Bushire9 on the one hand,
and to Kerman for Bandar 'Abbas or Dnzdab on the other, are only
passable. There are, in addition^ numerous caravan routes con-
necting the more important towns. External trade follows various
routes. Goods destined for Tehran and the north may either be
landed at Basra and forwarded by Baghdad and Hamadan, or at
Mohammerali to join the previous route at Hamadan. Bushire is
the main port for Isfahan and Shiraz. Duzdab, at the terminus of
the line from Quetta by NnshM, is engaged in the Indian trade.
Pahlevi is the chief port on the Caspian.
CoaoiESCE. Before the war of 1914-18 Iran transacted the bulk of
its foreign trade with Russia and the British Empire, and as far as
the northern and most productive part of the country was concerned,
Russia was much more advantageously situated than either Great
Britain or India, As a result about one-half of the imports of
Iran came from Russia, and two-thirds of its exports went there.
For some years after the war this trade practically ceased, and
British India and Great Britain supplied Persia with three-fourths
of the commodities which it obtained from abroad. Later, the
Russians improved their position to nearly one-fifth of the total
trade in 1928-29, and it has since risen to 30 per cent in 1935-36
as compared with 15 per cent for Great t Britain. Cotton goods,
motors, sugar, macfiinery, and railway material together account
for over 50 per cent of the total imports. In the supply of cotton
goods, Russia now comes first, with Japan second; sugar is obtained
from Russia and Belgium. Among the exports, petroleum takes
first place, with 70 per cent of the total. These include carpets,
fruits, opium, raw cotton and raw wool, silk, and gums. At present
the United States appears to be taking the bulk of the carpets,'
Russia the raw cotton, opium goes mainly to China and Japan, and
fruit to India and Germany, Petroleum is exported to Great Britaid,
Egypt, South Africa, etc.